
 

 
 

WHAT WERE YOU LIKE AS A STUDENT? 
I grew up in Waterford and graduated from Waterford High School. Aside from obviously being in all of the 
musical groups I could get myself into, I was in Forensics, Science Olympiad, Knowledge Masters Open team, 
and AFS club (we planned and implemented fun outings for the foreign exchange students from other 
countries who went to our school). My favorite subject in school was definitely science - I really loved 
chemistry and physics. I also enjoyed Geometry and Calculus. I took 5 years of French, because the teacher 
was amazing. 
 
When it was time to go to college, I had a hard time deciding what I wanted to do. I did not have a close 
relationship with my school band director, so I thought about going to school to become a meteorologist or a 
science teacher, but I really just couldn’t handle the thought of not having music as a major focus in my life. 
Eventually, thanks to a strong connection I had made through my outside of school music experiences, I found 
my way to music education at UW-Whitewater. I loved learning to become a music teacher, and knew 
immediately I found where I needed to be. 
 
I went on to get my masters degree in Conducting, as I wanted to dig into even more ways to help my students 
MAKE MUSIC, rather than just playing notes on the page. Music is so much deeper than the actual notation on 
the piece of music - I wanted to be able to guide musicians to express themselves through the music. I spent 
time out in the state of Oregon learning from some of the best composers and conductors in the world at the 
American Band College through Southern Oregon University. This program was perfect, as each student takes 
an entrance exam, and the results of each individual’s exam guides their individualized study for the next 3 
years. I got to work on all of my areas of musical weakness, which has impacted my teaching abilities greatly! I 
have also taken classes from Juilliard to enhance my musicianship and teaching skills. 
 

WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO BE A TEACHER? 
This is my 11th official year of teaching - I taught for 10 full years, and then took “time off” to raise my two 
daughters. During that time off, I still taught private music lessons, coached ensembles in Whitewater, 
Mukwonago, and Kettle Moraine, and served as a guest clinician/adjudicator in numerous band festivals and 
camps throughout the state. I have taught instruments to students as young as 6, and as old as 92. My first 
teaching job was in an inner city school, where I taught band and general music in 5 elementary schools and 
the middle school. It was a crazy schedule! I then went on to teach band and orchestra in a small K-8th grade 
district in Waukesha county. In addition to teaching band at St. Bruno, I also teach jazz at Kettle Moraine HS, I 
am the Senior Symphony Orchestra Manager with the Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra, and I continue 
to have my own music lesson studio.  There is nothing better than seeing a young musician work hard to attain 
their goals. I love that moment when a student thinks they can’t do something, only to really nail it with a little 
work and perseverance. More than anything else, I want the students I teach to develop a love of music. I 
know very few of them will become professional musicians, but their love of music will lead them to live 
concerts, performances, and festivals! 
 

 



 

 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A WILDCAT? 
I love working at St. Bruno! This is my first year here, and the staff here are extremely supportive, the families 
are responsive, and the students have a great enthusiasm for band. My favorite part about being a band 
director at St. Bruno is getting to know all of the students in the band program as individuals - learning about 
what interests they have and what makes them different from their classmates. I love how supportive the 
students are of each other, and how the differences are embraced by the students in the school.  
 

HOW WERE YOU CALLED TO CHRIST? 
I was raised Catholic, and I still look back on my completion of the sacraments with a sense of pride and love 
of each journey. I am a member of St. Paul’s parish. When my husband and I lived in Eagle, a tornado 
destroyed our house completely. We had a hard time dealing with that, and shied away from the church due 
to our anger and disbelief at how that could happen to us. However, we wanted our daughters to develop 
their spirituality, so we found our way to St. Paul's Church through a parent of one of my lesson students, and 
have enjoyed our renewed faith ever since. 
 

My favorite saint is Saint Cecilia because she is the patroness of musicians! She is also 
the saint I chose for my confirmation name. 
 

HOW DO YOU SPEND YOUR TIME OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL? 
Outside of my time at St. Bruno, I play in several jazz bands around Southern Wisconsin. I have played at many 
of Milwaukee’s festivals, and have even traveled to London to perform in jazz clubs there. I have also 
performed on cruise ships. I love playing in as many pit orchestras for musicals as I can - I’ve played in Chicago, 
Newsies, Cinderella, Sound of Music, Oklahoma, and West Side Story, just to name a few of my favorites. 
When I’m not making music, I work as the Front of House and Box Office Manager at Sunset Playhouse in Elm 
Grove. I am also always working on my teaching - I have been a National Board Certified teacher since 2005, 
and I have worked very diligently to maintain this vigorous accomplishment. I have a certification in online 
teaching, and have always wanted to try out my skills - though the Coronavirus-induced environment is not 
quite how I imagined my debut as a virtual music teacher. I am working towards my Google Educator status, 
as well as attempting to become a National Geographic educator. In 2010, I was named Wisconsin’s Top Music 
Teacher Who Makes a Difference. I have served multiple terms on the Wisconsin Music Educators Association 
state board, and I love mentoring new music teachers!  Outside of music and school, I am the Girl Scout troop 
leader for my kindergarten daughter’s Daisy Troop. I love hanging out with my two daughters (aged 5 and 10), 
scrapbooking, photography, weather, cooking/baking, and traveling. I’ve been to all 50 states and 3 
continents! 
 

WHAT DO YOU WANT PEOPLE TO REMEMBER? 
Band is a great representation of real life - the better you want to be at it, the harder you 

must work at it. 
 Yes, natural talent may cause some to excel early on their instruments, but it never 

tells the whole story of a musician’s true skills. Music covers all emotions & feelings, 

and offers comfort when words no longer help. Music can never be fully computerized, 

as it would fail to convey these emotions. Oh, and I know my students will always 

remember that food analogies are the best way to learn in my class! Haha.  


